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The Château (or Palais) of Compiègne is the hidden jewel of the French Royal Palaces.  
To the north of Paris, it tends to be less well-known by American visitors to France, but 
it is easily the equal of its peers in architectural and historical interest. Officially named 
Les Musées et Domaine nationaux de Compiègne, it is undergoing important and far-reaching 
improvements, some of which are directly supported by its American Friends.

Who built it? 
Louis XV built the Château as it is now, to the design of Ange-Jacques Gabriel in order to create an antidote 
to the ornateness of Versailles on the principle of ‘simplicité’, and to be close to his favorite hunting grounds.  
Subsequently, Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette initiated improvement projects.  Then, after the Revolution, 
it became a preferred retreat of Napoléon I, who completely restored and remodeled it. It remains one of  
the great testaments to the Imperial period, with the rooms decorated by two Empresses, Joséphine and 
Marie-Louise, remaining miraculously intact. 

What were Les Séries? 
Compiègne achieved the zenith of its importance during the reign of Emperor Napoléon III. He and the 
Empress Eugénie adored it. They invited the cream of Paris society there each Fall, who represented the 
extraordinary energy and vitality of France during the Second Empire. From politicians to composers, from 
writers to scientists, from Ambassadors to sculptors, they spent four days in conversation, hunting and 
‘networking.’

Revisiting the Séries 
In 2012 we launched the first modern Séries. Based around Compiègne, the Séries started in Paris, and like 
the Séries before it, also included a day of trips from Compiègne. The reactions of those who came were 
highly positive (“the most outstanding weekend”; “the best value of any such event”; “a truly privileged set of 
experiences” etc etc). In 2014, we will launch the second Séries—with new ingredients and new contents, but 
retaining some of what we hope will become traditional highlights. For both repeat visitors and newcomers, the 
Séries offers a unique and highly convivial way of experiencing French culture “from the inside,” and in style.
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October 24, 2014
Guests arrive on the Friday in their own time.  
The program starts with an optional lunch.

12:30pm 
Tour, and lunch, at the Hôtel de la Païva. This is  
one of the secret places of Paris, built between 1856  
and 1862 by the courtesan Esther Lachmann— 

“La Païva.” Born in the Moscow ghetto, she rose to 
become the “First Mistress of the Second Empire.”  
Lavishly fitted out (including sculptures by Ernest 
Carrier-Belleuse—to whom we will return later— 
and a famous yellow onyx staircase), it is now a 
private club, in which we will take lunch. (1)

5:00pm
After a rest period, we visit L’Hôtel national des 
Invalides (built by the architect Libéral Bruant for 
Louis XIV) for a private tour of the Army Museum, 
founded 1896 under the aegis of the painter Édouard 

Detaille. It contains exceptional artifacts relating to 
Napoléon I and his sarcophagus, but also this year, 
the anniversary of the outbreak of the First World 
War, a special exhibition “Vu du front, 1914-1918,” 
which we will be guided through. (2,3)

7:00pm
We arrive at the Embassy of the United States, where 
we will have cocktails. The Embassy—the Hôtel de 
Pontalba—is an exceptional historic property. (4)

8:00pm
We move to the Hôtel de Talleyrand. Built in the 
1760’s, it was from 1812 the home of Charles Maurice 
de Talleyrand-Périgord, the famous statesman 
and bon viveur. Recently and beautifully restored, 
we dine—on a menu inspired by a nineteenth-
century precedent—in Talleyrand’s dining room, an 
unforgettable experience. (5)

1. Onyx staircase in the Hôtel de la Païva 2. Sarcophagus of Napoléon Ist

4. Residence of the US Ambassador

3.  Georges Scott, Effect of a bomb  
in the night.

5. Dinner at the Hôtel de Talleyrand



7.  Auguste Rodin, bust of Carrier-Belleuse

October 25, 2014
9:00am
Departure from the Place de la Concorde to 
Compiègne by coach.

10:30am
We arrive at the Château de Baugy. This private 
Château is rarely visited, and was the place where 
Alexis de Tocqueville felt “great peace” and where 
he wrote a large part of Democracy in America, 
as a guest of his brother Edouard. As he put it 

“throughout this home there is an atmosphere of 
reason and morality.” (6)

11:30am
Departure for the Palais de Compiègne where 
we will have a private tour and lecture of the 
special exhibition on Ernest Carrier-Belleuse 
(1824-1887). Carrier-Belleuse was the archetypal 
artist-entrepreneur who seized the opportunities 
of an age to build an artistic empire. Although 
his reputation was subsequently eclipsed by his 
most famous apprentice, Auguste Rodin, he was 
one of the most celebrated and certainly the most 
ubiquitous sculptors of the Second Empire. His 
career was bound up in the spectacles of display that 
characterize the reign of Napoléon III. Up to now, no 
exhibition has ever been mounted of his oeuvre. (7)

12:30pm:
Lunch will be taken in the famous Salon de thé  
in the Garden of Roses.

2:00pm:
M. Emmanuel Starcky—Directeur des musées et 
domaines des châteaux de Compiègne et Blérancourt 
—will lead a themed tour of the Grand Apartments, 
following in the footsteps of a Séries guest. We will 
see one of the finest collections of French furniture, 
and then move to the library and smoking room of 
the guests, and one newly restored guest apartment, 
which is not usually open to the public. Finally, some 
of the major pieces of the Second Empire museum 
will be highlighted.

4:00pm:
After tea, there will be time to return to your hotel 
and rest.

7:45pm:
Leave hotel for the Château.

8:00pm:
Champagne reception, followed by a special concert 
in the magnificent Théâtre Louis-Philippe. (8)

9:15pm:
Gala Dinner in the Galerie de bal, reflecting the 
dinners served there during the Séries. The room 
was built by Napoléon I, and provides a resplendent 
setting. Black tie will be worn, and we will be joined 
by distinguished guests from the world of culture 
and politics. (9)

8. Private concert in the  
Théâtre Louis-Philippe

6. Château de Baugy 9. Watercoloured engraving of a gala dinner, 1859

3.  Georges Scott, Effect of a bomb  
in the night.



October 26, 2014
Today we head north on an excursion. 

9:30am 
Our first stop will be the new Musée du Louvre at 
Lens. We will have a private tour by the Director  
of its collections. (10)

12:30pm:
Lunch will be taken near Lens.

2:00pm:
The First World War is often seen in the US through 
the perspective of the American Expeditionary Force 
only, and this trip will remind us of the cataclysmic 
battles which preceded American intervention. We 
visit Vimy Ridge, where thousands of Canadians died 
and are buried. The Vimy Memorial, not often visited 
by Americans, is a highly impressive site on land 

granted by France to the Canadian people. Then we 
visit the Somme Battlefield, where an expert guide 
will describe the events of 1916. At Thiepval: the 
Memorial to the Missing of the Somme—designed by 
Sir Edwin Lutyens (who built the British Embassy 
in Washington, D.C.)—commemorates 72,000 missing 
British soldiers. We will hear the Last Post and 
participate in a brief commemoration. (11, 12)

5:00pm
We will be welcomed in the Château de Querrieu 
near Amiens by the owners. The first castle was 
founded in the IXth century, before going through 
important changes during the XIXth century. During 
the first world war, it was occupied by the British 
Army under the orders of General Rawlinson. On 
August 10, 1916, the King George V went with his 
general staff to decorate French generals Fayolle and 
Balfourier. After drinks and refreshments, we head 
back to Paris. (13)

8. Private concert in the  
Théâtre Louis-Philippe

10. Time Gallery, Louvre-Lens

11. Vimy Memorial

12.  Democracy in America, 
Alexis de Tocqueville

13. Château de Querrieu 




